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    Computer based training software is a great way for IT professionals to prepare themselves for certification exams. This type of software is

designed to provide users with the ability to gain specialized training in an all inclusive package from a personal computer. If you are interested in

earning an IT certification, here are a few benefits and downfalls to this type of training. 

    PROS: 

     

    Computer based training software is usually an all inclusive package. When you purchase the training program, all that is needed is a CD for

installation or a simple download and the information can be accessed from a personal computer. Some companies who offer computer based training

software will offer instructional video, simulations, and practice exams all in the same package. There is no need to purchase additional items with

these CBT courses. 

    A large benefit to this type of IT certification training is that it is completely accessible and convenient. With computer based training IT professionals

have the ability to practice and study when their schedules allow. There is no need to travel to an IT certification boot camp or frequent a distance

learning program, CBT courses are prepared to be accessible when time is available in a busy schedule.  

    Computer based training software allows candidates to cover material as many times as needed. In comparison with boot camps, where material is

covered as quickly as possible in order to train IT professionals in a short amount of time; computer based training programs are meant to slow the

study down, assuring concepts are fully understood and practiced before certifying through exams.   

    CONS: 

     

    One downfall to computer based training software is that users do not have access to IT professionals to walk them through questions which they

may have about course material. CBT courses are self-paced and motivated, so if there are problems or questions which come up through study, the

answer must be sought through personal study and research.  

    Another short coming of computer based training programs is that it is self-motivated. CBT training course are usually an expensive investment, and

not finishing the training could be costly. In boot camps and distance learning programs it is easy to stay involved because there are others to help

push candidates through the program; however CBT courses can be set aside easily and pushed off. 

    Licensing issues may also be a concern when purchasing computer based training software. These programs are usually designed for one user, so

if you are an academic institution looking to purchase, be sure to ask questions about this.   

About the Author
    There are many different companies who offer computer based training software for IT professionals. A few examples are TestOut, Boson, CBT

Nuggets, and PrepLogic. Be sure to do your research if purchasing this type of software is something you may be considering. Pay attention to

guarantees as well as product performance. Becoming IT certified is a great way to improve your career and increase your value as a part of the IT

work force. Mike Allen writes about IT certification training. 
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