10 Tips for Making Online Shopping Safe

We've all heard how great Internet Shopping can be. You can buy things far cheaper, you can shop when you want to and there are no queues when
you want to pay. With just a click of the mouse, shoppers can buy nearly any product online, from clothes to cars, from insurance policies to home
loans. The world of electronic commerce, also known as e-commerce, enables consumers to shop at thousands of online stores and pay for their

purchases without leaving the comfort of their own home. For many, the Internet has taken the place of Saturday afternoon window shopping.

With the growth of Internet shopping, concerns are often voiced about the safety of online shopping. Below are some helpful tips in making sure you

stay safe online and get the most of internet shopping.
1. Shop at secure websites. You can tell if a website is secure by the following.

First, if you look at the top of your screen where the web site address is displayed, you should see https://. The "s" that is displayed after "http"

indicates that web site is secure. Often, you do not see the "s" until you actually move to the order page on the web site.

Another way to determine if a web site is secure is to look for a closed padlock displayed at the bottom of your screen. If that lock is open, you should

assume it is not a secure site.
The third symbol that indicates you are on a secure site is an unbroken key.
2. Use sites that you can trust, either sites that you already know or ones that have been recommended to you.

3. Always print out your order confirmation, this will include your order number, product details, delivery details including delivery times. Keep this until

you are satisfied that the goods you ordered are correct and undamaged.

4. Check your bank or credit card statements as soon as you receive them. Raise any discrepancies with the relevant retailer first. If you see an

unknown transaction on your statement contact your bank or credit card supplier straight away.

5. Never disclose your pin number to anyone and certainly don't provide your pin number over the internet. Your pin number is never required when

internet shopping, so don't proceed if you are asked to provide it.

6. Internet shopping is ideal for purchasing those items, such as Adult Toys, that you would be too embarrassed to go into a shop and buy.
7. If you can, try and order more than one item at a time, this will help save on the delivery costs.

8. Try and pay by credit card, this can give you extra protection.

9. Sign up to become a member of a website, this can lead to a discount on all future orders and being notified of any special offers they may be

running.

10. Don't get carried away and spend more than you can afford.
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