
Your decision of a lifetime
Friend,

What’s more important than knives, or website commerce?   If you care to find out, then read on.  This part of the website is not attempting to sell you

anything.  I write this page because I am concerned about the things in life we all face; things that can discourage and confuse if we don’t have a

proper perspective.  If you will do me the favor of agreeing to read this document through to the end (10 minutes), I will agree to provide you with the

most important personal information you have ever received.

I want to tell you about a remarkable truth.  This truth is desperately needed in our world today.  I see people going through life as if on a treadmill,

wondering where is the peace, where is the justice?  To say we live in an imperfect world is to state the obvious, but the truth is life does have purpose

and meaning and there is something we can put our faith in, to believe that life is not random, but actually in total control and proceeding toward an

incredible climax.

	1.	“I came that you might have life, and have it  abundantly!”  John 10:10

Those are the words of Jesus Christ, The Son of God that created the universe and gave life to you and me.  Those words are a promise from Him to

all who acknowledge Him as Lord and are willing to follow Him as Lord of their lives.  God loves us and offers a wonderful plan for us, if only we will

allow Him to give it to us.

However, many people ask if God loves us so much, why do we still have to deal with things like crime, war and cruelty? And if there is some ultimate

plan, why does the world seem in such confusion?  The reason there is so much pain and confusion in the world is because of the sinful nature of

mankind.  That means each and every one of us.  Every man, woman and child was born into this life with a sinful nature that is separated from God

and therefore born in bondage to pain, disease and finally death.  

	2.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”   

              Romans 3:23

	3.  “We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to 

              his own way…”  Isaiah 53:6

In short, the Bible tells us we have sinned and cannot measure up to the holy requirements of God (fall short of His glory), but this was not always

so….

When God created the Earth and made mankind, His creation was perfect.  There was no pain, disease and death as we now have.  Unfortunately, we

(mankind) destroyed that.  Through disobedience we shattered the relationship we had with God and brought the curse of sin and death upon

ourselves and upon the whole Earth.  Since then, every child born has been born with a sinful nature.  There were no hurricanes, earthquakes,

tsunamis or tornadoes on the Earth before sin and the animals did not hunt one another down and devour each other alive.  Neither did the ground

produce weeds and thistles with such ease, yet good crops only by hard labor.   The whole of creation has been cursed and affected by the sin of

mankind, although that is not how God created it.  It was perfect when he made it, but we (mankind) are the ones that brought a curse upon the Earth

and through sin was death brought into the world and upon ourselves.

Before sin…

	4.  “And God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”    

              Genesis 1:31

After sin…

	5.  “…Cursed is the ground for your sake... both thorns and 

              thistles it shall bring forth for you…”    Genesis 3:17b, 18

	6.  “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you 

              return to the ground, for out of it you were taken,  



              for dust you are and to dust you shall return. 	

              Genesis 3:19

Many people think if they do enough good deeds, or donate enough money to charity, or give up bad habits, or any number of “good” things, it might

be enough to counteract this sinful nature and earn God’s approval.  It sounds like a plan, but God says it won’t work.  

	7.  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and 

              this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God – not of   

              works, so that no one can boast.”    Ephesians 1: 8-9  

 

Take this illustration of mankind trying to earn God’s approval through good works.  We will compare two swimmers to be the best and worst people

who have ever lived in human history.  The worst person who ever lived is the swimmer who is fat, out of shape and has no endurance for swimming

at all.  The best person is strong, lean and an excellent swimmer.  They are standing on the west coast looking at the Pacific Ocean.  Their goal is to

swim to Hawaii.  As they strike out, the good man quickly pulls ahead.  The bad man gets out only a short distance and begins floundering.  Soon he

drowns.  I don’t need to tell you the rest of the story.  The good man swims far, but eventually drowns also.  Since it is about 2500 miles to Hawaii,

even he never had a chance.  Ironically, even after all his training and discipline, he never had any more of a chance than the bad man.

	8.  “Surely I have been a sinner from birth, sinful from the time 

              my mother conceived me.   Psalm 51:5

	9.  “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 

              righteous acts are like filthy rags:  we will all shrivel up 

              like a leaf, and like the wind our sins will sweep us 

              away.”   Isaiah 64:6

Hey, that sounds pretty strong!  I have never murdered anyone you say.  How can I be a “sinner”?  Simply being a member of the human race includes

you in that group.  It isn’t necessary to have committed some atrocious act.  Any sin will disqualify a person from entering heaven on their own merit,

because God’s standard is perfection.  Have you ever told a “little white lie”?  Have you ever cheated on something?   Have you ever looked at a

woman/man lustfully or had lustful thoughts?  Have you ever hated anyone?  If you can answer yes to any of these, then you are part of the group. 

The scripture above states ALL of us have sinned.  Yes, that does include you too.

So then is it true that no matter what we do we cannot come to God on our own merit?  Yes!  Does that mean there is no way for men and women to

have the relationship with Him that he created us for?  No!  God does not want us to stay in this state of separation for even one second more.  And

perhaps that is why you are at this webpage today…  

Historically, mankind has tried to justify himself to God by doing things we think might please Him and trying to be “righteous” or “religious”.  But like

the story of the swimmers shows, that can’t work.  To use an analogy, with good works man has tried to build a tower up to God.  God has said our

efforts are useless.  In His mercy, He has lowered a ladder to us.

	10.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 

               whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 

               eternal life.”   John 3:16

Jesus Christ came into the world so we may have the fellowship and salvation that is God’s plan for us.  But what about this separation?  When Jesus

Christ came to Earth, lived a perfectly sinless life (not even a single sin) was crucified and rose from the dead: He opened a pathway through the

separation between God and man.  Jesus, as the Son of God, is the only one that could do that.  We do not have the power to make right or undo the

sins in our lives, but with Christ’s life, death and resurrection, an acceptable justification was made to God on our behalf.  In essence, Christ “paid the

bill” for our sins.  Jesus Christ is the ladder that God has lowered to us, and only through faith in Jesus Christ may we experience the salvation and

abundance that God has for us.

	11. “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No man comes to the 

              father except through me.”	John 14:6



What about those who say all roads lead to Heaven and all you need is to be sincere, and God surely won’t refuse someone entrance to Heaven just

because they don’t believe exactly the right things, right?  I mean, what about all the Buddhists or Muslims or Atheists or the people in the jungles? 

Read the verse above a second time.  It’s quite clear on the matter.  Jesus says He is the Son of God and no one comes to the Father (goes to

Heaven) except through Him (Jesus).  

So what is the bottom line?  In the first verse Christ tells us what he wants to do for us.  He wants us to have LIFE and have it in abundance.  The

second and third verses say we don’t have this life because we have all sinned and separated ourselves from God.  Verses 4 – 6 show this is not the

way God originally gave the world to us, but through mankind’s own choices we have brought this situation on ourselves. To remedy this we may try to

do “good” things to make ourselves feel better, but the seventh verse shows that is futile.  However, God loves us and isn’t about to leave us cornered.

 In verse 10 God tells us He lovingly sacrificed His Son for our sake, so we would not have to suffer the eternal consequences of our sin.  In verse 11

God reaffirms what He did about our situation, and reminds us that His plan of salvation through His Son Jesus is the only way.  

This next verse tells us how we can accept this gift of salvation….

	12.  ”If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 

               in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you shall 

               be saved.”     Romans 10:9

Please consider what you have read to this point.  Is it possible you have been brought to this document on this day for a reason?  If right now you can

feel God calling you to repentance and salvation, don’t ignore it.  Anytime the Gospel of Christ is presented to someone, it is an opportunity for that

person to receive forgiveness and salvation if they are willing to acknowledge the truth and bow their knees to Jesus.  Is that the hard part?  Don’t let

pride stand in your way.  If you have read this far and you have never yet made a decision for Jesus, then Christ is calling you to a decision this very

day.  It is not your imagination. 

	13.  “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears 

               My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with 

               him, and he with Me.”   Revelation 3:20

Christ wants you to open your heart to him.  Don’t let this opportunity pass you by.  It does not matter what you may have done in the past.  You do not

have to wait until you “get your act together”.  There is absolutely nothing you have done that He cannot handle.  

	14.  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But 

               go and learn what this means: I desire mercy, not 

               sacrifice.  For I have come not to call the righteous,		      but the sinners.”      Matthew 9:12

Although we don’t like to think about it, no one knows how many days have been appointed each of us to live.  For all you know, today may be your

last day.  Are you prepared to face eternity?   Are you absolutely certain of your destiny?  You can be.  Put your faith in Jesus Christ, your Creator.  He

made you, He loves you, He died for you and He wants you to be with him forever.

	15.  “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, no 

              one can snatch them out of My hand.  My Father who has given 

               them to Me is greater than all, no one can snatch them out 

               of the Father’s hand.”   John 10:28

This world and all its petty charms is passing away.  One day Jesus is going to return and the question of Who is God will be settled once and for all. 

By that time though it will be too late to take sides.  If you are unsure or finding it difficult to believe, ask God to help you believe.  If He really loves you

the way He says He does, you would want to know Him, wouldn’t you?  What have you got to lose?  

I want to lead you now in a prayer if you have never done so.  You can receive Christ’s salvation right now by praying from your heart in faith and

belief the following prayer…

Dear God, I am a sinner and I am lost and I need to be saved.  My sin deserves judgment but I want and need mercy.  Jesus, you died to save me. 

You shed your blood to save me.  You rose and lived to save me.  You promised to save me if I would trust you.  I do trust you Jesus.  Come into my



heart, forgive my sin, save me Lord Jesus.  I don’t look for a sign or ask for a feeling.  I stand on your promise and you cannot lie.  You are my Lord

and Savior.  I will live for you.  I will make it public.  Begin now to make me the person you want me to be.  In your name Jesus I pray, Amen. 

That is a prayer of confession to Christ and acceptance of His gift of salvation.    If you prayed that prayer and meant it you have begun your Christian

walk in which Christ will show you His perfect will for every aspect of your life.  It is up to you to be patient and responsive.   If you have been born

again, then like a newborn infant you crave food.  Begin attending a Bible believing church.  Attend a weekly Bible study that is sure to be offered. 

Above all, begin taking in the truth of God’s word in the Bible.  It is here you will be fed and grow strong in Christ.  My recommendation is to begin

reading in the gospel of John in the New Testament.

I am not a proponent of “easy-believism” as some have called it, in which a person is told all they need to do is pray a formula prayer or raise their

hand or walk an aisle or be baptized as an infant and then they are saved and don’t need to think any further of it.  Having completed these

“prerequisites” many of these people then continue to live their lives as if nothing happened.  Giving your life to Christ is a life-long commitment. 

Genuine saving faith  has clear characteristics.  Some of them are these:

•	Love for God						

•	Repentance from sin

•	Genuine humility

•	Spiritual growth

•	Powerful obedient living

•	Prayer	

•	Selfless love

As you grow in your faith you will begin to manifest these traits and see things in a new perspective.  Christ does not promise to remove the hardships

in your life, but He does say He will give you victory over them.  This is part of the love and abundance He has for you and here you will find an inner

peace that transcends the turmoil of the world at large.

Thank you for the time you have spent reading.  I know it was well worth it.  If you are now a new Christian, find other Christians who can encourage

you.  If you don’t own a Bible, see the link below as a suggested retailer to purchase one.  I have no affiliation whatsoever with them.  If you would like

to listen to the word of God preached, I also have provided a link to a website where you can listen to and download good teaching, free of charge. 

Finally, remember to tell others about the good news you have found!  

Peace,

 

Christian Bookstore - http://www.christianbook.com/

Christian Audio Source - http://www.oneplace.com/
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